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MATAHUI ROAD SCHOOL  
 

   About Us... 
 

 

Matahui Road School is a small independent primary school situated within a 

picturesque  rural setting in Katikati in the Bay of Plenty, 20 minutes drive from the city 

of Tauranga (population 85 000).  The school caters for students from Years 1 to 8 

(approximately 5 to 13 years of age).  

 

Since its foundation in 1988 the school has developed a unique, progressive and creative 

learning environment.  The special family atmosphere fostered at our school places 

students within a supportive and positive culture where individuality is respected and 

valued.  

 

With a maximum average class size of 17 students, Matahui Road School has 

established a record of educational innovation and high achievement in academic, 

cultural and sporting fields.  The school teaches the National New Zealand Curriculum 

and is regularly reviewed by the Education Review Office of the New Zealand Ministry 

of Education which assessed the school to provide ña high quality of education in an 

environment where there is a strong sense of community and a close partnership with 

families.ò (ERO report 2009)   

 

The school includes 6 classrooms, administration block, a multipurpose room with a 

specialist music area and a library all set in beautiful surrounds.  The school is equipped 

with networked computers in every classroom.  A technology programme for Years 7 

and 8 is taught at the Tauranga Technology Centre.  A specialist music teacher oversees 

a comprehensive music programme and individual private tuition for a variety of 

instruments is also available. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Mission Statement 
 

To foster in all students high self-esteem, creativity 

and a love of learning. 
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The International Student Cultural Exchange Programme 
 

Matahui Road School welcomes students from other cultures as they are a highly valued 

addition to our school.  The school has built a tradition of exchange with other cultures.  

Matahui Road School offers the opportunity for international students to stay with New 

Zealand host families.  Families hosting international students have generally been involved 

with the school for some time.  Matahui Road School also welcomes international students 

who are living with their own family in New Zealand.  This may be on a short stay basis or 

for new families looking to settle in New Zealand. 

 

Matahui Road School will offer orientation into the school environment and community on 

a personal level and with a buddy or in a small group situation.  This will be undertaken 

during the first week of the studentôs arrival and/ or attendance at the school.  Students will 

be introduced to school staff and familiarized with the school facilities.  An outline of 

mainstream class procedures, timetables and term dates will be provided during this time.  

If required, this will be done with assistance of an interpreter. 

 

Applications can be processed at any time throughout the year.   

 

Matahui Road School is a signatory to the Code of Practice for the Pastoral Care of 

International Students. 

 

 

 

Applications should be posted or faxed to: 

 

Mrs Kate Stagg 

The Principal 

Matahui Road School 

117 Matahui Road 

RD2  

Katikati 

NEW ZEALAND 

 

Phone  +64 7 552 0655 

Fax  +64 7 552 0155 

 

Email: admin@matahuiroad.school.nz 

Website: www.matahuiroad.school.nz 

 

 

 

mailto:admin@matahuiroad.school.nz
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English Language Support 
 

There is no minimum level of English 

required for entry to Matahui Road School as 

they will be immersed in everyday life where 

they will quickly learn English from their 

peers, teachers and homestay families.  The 

school offers full immersion into an age-

related class to enable the student to 

experience and interact with New Zealand 

culture and the English language.  

 

The studentôs level of English will be assessed 

by the school during the first week of 

attendance.  Students will receive English as a 

Second Oral Language (ESOL) support as 

considered necessary. 

 

The studentôs learning needs will be supported by teachers and staff.  Where appropriate, 

students may be withdrawn from their classroom to receive structured language tuition 

relevant to their level of English. 

 

 

 

 

Prime Conditions of Enrolment 
 

Matahui Road School requires that all international students live in one of the following 

types of accommodation: 

 

I. Students in years 1-6 aged 10 years and under must live and continue to live 

with their parents or legal guardians for the entire duration of their studies.   

 

II. Students in years 7-8 may live with a designated caregiver chosen by their 

parents/ legal guardians.  All accommodation and designated caregivers must be 

approved by the school, as required by the ñCode of Pastoral Care of International 

Studentsò.  

An Indemnity form must be signed by international parents stating that the 

designated caregivers are óbona fideô relatives or close friends of the studentôs 

family. 

 

III.  In a homestay that is with a host family.  All homestays are approved by the 

school as required by the ñCode of Pastoral Care of International Studentsò. 
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Enrolment Requirements 
 

Parents must complete and/ or produce the following: 

1. Application to Enrol as an International Student 

2. Contractual Agreement between school and parents 

3. Passport student (parentôs passport if living with the student) 

4. Copy of studentôs birth certificate (if living with parents)  

5. Student Visa or Permit.  

6. Medical and Travel Insurance Documentation 

7. Details of Designated Caregivers (Years 7-8 only, if applicable) 

8. Completed Designated Caregivers Indemnity Form (if applicable) 

9. Homestay Application form (Years 7-8 only, if applicable) 

10. Information on any pre-existing medical conditions 

11.   Enrolment fee 

 

Procedure once an Application has been Received 

If Student is overseas: 

 
 School action: 

1. Documents are checked and assessed 

2. Offer of Placement is made and Fees invoice sent 

(Fee payment by Bank transfer into School Account is recommended) 

3. Fees received and receipt of the fees issued by the school 

4. School confirms accommodation 

5. Offer of Placement is confirmed.  Letter sent out to parents. 

 

Parent action: 

6. Parents apply for visa and provide evidence of Medical and Travel Insurance 
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If student is in New Zealand: 
 

On receipt of a completed enrolment application, the parents will be informed of an 

interview time.  This will involve the student, parents or designated caregiver (if 

applicable), a translator (if required), the Principal, the classroom teacher and the staff 

member responsible for international students.  
 

This interview will consist of:  
 

¶ Tour of the school 

¶ Explanation of the Conditions of Acceptance (see enclosed) 

¶ Classroom and daily programme explanation 

¶ Initial assessment of the studentôs English 

¶ Explanation of ñCode of Practiceò 

¶ Explanation of the designated caregiverôs role & responsibility (if applicable) 

¶ Making an appointment time to visit the home of the designated caregiver (if 

applicable) 

¶ Answering any questions the family may have  
 

 

If the application is accepted, parents will have 14 days to accept the placement by paying 

the fees.  Once the fees have been received and receipted by the school, an Offer of 

Placement letter will be given to attend Matahui Road School. 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATION REVIEW OFFICE (ERO) REPORT: FEBRUARY 2009 

- Excerpts - 

 

ñThe school continues to provide a suitable curriculum and a high standard of tuition.  The vision to 

foster high self-esteem, creativity and a love of learning is strongly reflected in school-wide practice.ò 

 

ñThere is strong emphasis on learning how to learn, empowering students in the ownership of their 

learning and supporting them to develop critical thinking and social skills.ò   

   

ñStudents continue to enjoy access to a wide range of learning experiences in the arts, music, outdoor 

education and sport.  In addition, they are being supported to develop leadership skills, accept 

responsibility and care for each other and the environment.ò 

   

ñAt classroom level, students are receiving high quality educational experiences.ò 

 

ñStudents are self motivated and demonstrate high levels of enthusiasm and enjoyment  

for their learning.ò   
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Orientation   

 

On arrival at Matahui Road School the student will be provided with a comprehensive 

orientation programme to assist with integrating into the school environment and 

community. The staff member responsible for international students is primarily 

responsible for the orientation of the student and their on-going welfare within the school 

community.  Orientation will include school layout, rules and regulations, counselling, 

support and resources and emergency procedures.  

 

On the studentôs first day the classroom teacher will provide the new student with a 

ñbuddyò group consisting of two students whose role is to help the new student with daily 

routines, timetables and activities during breaks.  They will also ensure that the student 

knows where to find the sick bay, toilets, office etc.   

 

The staff member responsible for International Students will keep regular contact with the 

student to monitor their welfare and to ensure that their needs are being met at school and in 

the homestay situation.  The staff member is also available for support of the students, the 

classroom teacher, the host family and the parents.  Records of the studentôs welfare and 

regular interviews will be kept confidential in their individual file.  The school will make 

every endeavour to maintain the safety of the student.  

 

The school offers students the services of an interpreter at any time deemed necessary, by 

the student, caregivers or the school.  The school will endeavour to keep regular 

communication with the community of the cultures of our students. 

 

Given that our students are under the age of 14, special consideration is given to their care 

and additional support is offered by the school to ensure their needs are being met.  This is 

available at all times to students through the staff member responsible for International 

Students.  

 

 

Parents/ Caregivers and students need to 

know that Matahui Road School has an 

óOpen Doorô policy.  The staff member 

responsible for International Students or a 

designated school representative will be 

available for the International Student to 

contact for any reason considered 

necessary at all times.   

Small class sizes allow for quality teacher/pupil 

interaction. 


